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Abstract

The article delves into the intricate relationship between the caste
system in Hinduism and the principles of human rights as
outlined in the United Nations Charter. It arques that the caste
system, deeply rooted in Hindu society, inherently obstructs the
realization of fundamental human rights, as it imposes
limitations on equality, which is the cornerstone of all human
rights. The caste system, being inherently a religious law for
Hindus, is fundamentally incompatible with the principles
enshrined in the UN Charter for Human Rights. The article
elucidates that while the UN Charter recognizes and guarantees
inherent human rights for all individuals irrespective of their
birth, the hierarchical nature of the caste system in Hinduism
contradicts this principle by denying equal status to all
individuals at birth. Furthermore, it discusses how the concepts
of varna (caste) and dharma (duty) in Hinduism prioritize social
obligations over individual rights, thus perpetuating inequality
and hindering the realization of human rights. However, it
acknowledges that the principle of ahimsa (non-violence) in
Hinduism aligns with some aspects of human rights,
emphasizing respect for human dignity. Additionally, the article
contrasts the Islamic concept of rights of individuals (Haqooq al-
Ibad) and the Western notion of social security, emphasizing the
spiritual and moral dimensions of human rights as opposed to
purely materialistic interpretations. It concludes by advocating
for a universal understanding of human rights rooted in the
innate dignity and equality of all individuals, transcending
cultural and religious barriers.

Key Words: Hindu caste system, UN Charter, Equality,
Human dignity, Cultural norms, Religious laws, Social justice
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"The Caste System seems to be wholly incompatible with the idea
of Human Rights .Hinduism emphasized the duties of humans
rather than their rights. However duties and rights are

interrelated, so it is perhaps possible to deduce ideas about

rights.l”
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"The concept of caste system is essentially unknown in Hindu

religion and the word is not contained in the Veda or another

scriptures" 6
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" In case of “social class” In Hindu scriptures there is only
known the term of varna. The concept of Varna is very different
from the concept of caste as it is widely understood today. Varna
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system is the division of labor or duty to manage a social life
according to one's talent and expertise which in Hindu term
known as dharma. Therefore, Varna is not obtained through
heredity, but it is achieved with individual’s effort and creativity

which have been determined by God 4
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"“The four divisions of society (the wise, the soldier, the

merchant, the labourer) were created by Me, according to the

natural distribution of Qualities and instincts. I am the author

of them, though I Myself do no action, and am changeless » 11
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“O Arjuna! The duties of spiritual teachers, the soldiers, the

traders and the servants have all been fixed according to the
dominant Quality in their nature” 2.
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"When they formed Purusha, into how many parts did they
divide him? What was his mouth? What were his arms? What
were called his thighs and feet? The Brahman was his mouth; the
Rajanya was made his arms; that which was the Vaishya was his

thighs; the Shudra sprang from his feet. L3n
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The great sages approached Manu, who was seated with a
collected mind, and, having duly worshipped him, spoke as

follows:15
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"Deign, divine one, to declare to us precisely and in due order
the sacred laws of each of the (four chief) castes (varna) and of the
intermediate ones. 10"
m(n,).:A}J(m//tg)/lg/;f‘ag;(EKL/ug/,Mgw i Koy
U BLGEE

"For thou, O Lord, alone knowest the purport, (i.e.) the rites, and
the knowledge of the soul, taught) in this whole ordinance of the
Self-existent  (Svayambhu), which is unknowable and

unfathomable.”7 "
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"He, whose power is measureless, being thus asked by the high-
minded great sages, duly honoured them, and answered,

'Listen!' 18
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"This (universe) existed in the shape of Darkness, unperceived,
destitute of distinctive marks, unattainable by reasoning,

unknowable, wholly immersed, as it were, in deep sleep.1? "
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“Then the divine Self-existent (Svayambhu, himself)

indiscernible, (but) making (all) this, the great elements and the
rest, discernible, appeared with irresistible (creative) power,

dispelling the darkness.?0 "
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"He who can be perceived by the internal organ (alone), who is
subtile, indiscernible, and eternal, who contains all created

beings and is inconceivable, shone forth of his own (will).21 "
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"He, desiring to produce beings of many kinds from his own

body, first with a thought created the waters, and placed his seed
in them.?2"
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"That (seed) became a golden egg, in brilliancy equal to the sun;

in that (egg) he himself was born as Brahman, the progenitor of
the whole world.?3"
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"The waters are called narah, (for) the waters are, indeed, the

offspring of Nara; as they were his first residence (ayana), he
thence is named Narayana.?*"
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"From that (first) cause, which is indiscernible, eternal, and both
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real and unreal, was produced that male (Purusha), who is famed
in this world (under the appellation of) Brahman.?>"
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"The divine one resided in that egg during a whole year, then he
himself by his thought (alone) divided it into two halves;?"
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"And out of those two halves he formed heaven and earth,

between them the middle sphere, the eight points of the horizon,
and the eternal abode of the waters.?”"
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"From himself (atmanah) he also drew forth the mind, which is

both real and unreal, likewise from the mind egoism, which
possesses the function of selfconsciousness (and is) lordly;8"
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"Moreover, the great one, the soul, and all (products) affected by

the three qualities, and, in their order, the five organs which
perceive the objects of sensation.?"
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"But, joining minute particles even of those six, which possess

measureless power, with particles of himself, he created all
beings.30"
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"But in order to protect this universe He, the most resplendent

one, assigned separate (duties and) occupations to those who
sprang from his mouth, arms, thighs, and feet.31"
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"To Brahmanas he assigned teching and studying (the Veda),
sacrificing for their own benefit and for others, giving and
accepting (of alms).32"
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"The Kshatriya he commanded to protect the people, to bestow

gifts, to offer sacrifices, to study (the Veda), and to abstain from
attaching himself to sensual pleasures;33"
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"The Vaisya to tend cattle, to bestow gifts, to offer sacrifices, to
study (the Veda), to trade, to lend money, and to cultivate
land.”*"
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"One occupation only the lord prescribed to the Sudra, to serve
meekly even these (other) three castes.3>"
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"Man is stated to be purer above the navel (than below); hence

the Self-existent (Svayambhu) has declared the purest (part) of
him (to be) his mouth.3¢"
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"As the Brahmana sprang from (Brahman's) mouth, as he was

the first-born, and as he possesses the Veda, he is by right the lord
of this whole creation.3”"
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"For the Self-existent (Svayambhu), having performed
austerities, produced him first from his own mouth, in order that

the offerings might be conveyed to the gods and manes and that
this universe might be preserved.38"
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"What created being can surpass him, through whose mouth the

gods continually consume the sacrificial viands and the manes
the offerings to the dead?3%"
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"Of created beings the most excellent are said to be those which

are animated; of the animated, those which subsist by

intelligence; of the intelligent, mankind;, and of men, the
Brahmanas;40"
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"Of Brahmanas, those learned (in the Veda); of the learned, those
who recognize (the necessity and the manner of performing the
prescribed duties); of those who possess this knowledge, those

who perform them; of the performers, those who know the
Brahman 41"

4,(@‘)”590;//}0;!4/?(5/'0)f)z(ug‘f(uﬁ;,g,)u?u'guy‘/.

,,su“:;,&u/ym@é;ﬂ‘,zcuﬁuﬂurwL/(:u/(&)L
.uj&tg/dq/.ﬁj)

"The very birth of a Brahmana is an eternal incarnation of the

sacred law; for he is born to (fulfil) the sacred law, and becomes
one with Brahman 42"
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" someone who enters the social class (varna) is determined by:

Guna (nature /behavior/ features) and Karma which was
attached to his personal. Veda provides that a person who entered
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varna (social class), were not allowed to do some works or
activities of other people varna. It's called professionalism.43"
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"The supreme Vishnu is propitiated by a man who observes the
institutions of caste, order, and purificatory practices: no other
path is the way to please him. He who offers sacrifices, sacrifices
to him; he who murmurs prayer, prays to him; he who injures
living creatures, injures him; for Hari is all beings. Jandrddana
therefore is propitiated by him who is attentive to established
observances, and follows the duties prescribed for his caste. The

Brahman, the Kshatriya, the Vaiaya, and the Stidra, who attends
to the rules enjoined his caste, best worships Vishnu.”#4
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" (a) non violence or non-injury (ahimsa), (b) truthfullness
(Satyam), (c) No stealing / corruption (asteyam), (d) doing for

the welfare of all other creatures (bhuta priyahitehaca), and (e)
Free from anger and greed (akama krodhalobhasa).*>"
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" Ahimsa(non violence), Satyam(truthfulness) , asteyam( non-
stealing), bhuta  priyahitehaca  (charity), and akama

krodhalobhasa (freedom from anger)47"
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" O Agni, be thou accessible unto us, even as a father is to his

son! lead us unto ellbeing! whereby he says, 'As a father is easy
of access to his son, and the latter in no wise injures him, so be

thou easy of access to us, and may we in no wise injure thee! 148
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