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Abstract

Muslim Fine Art is representative of the cultural and spiritual heritage of
Islam. It covers a range of artistic fields including architecture, calligraphy,
painting, glass, ceramics, and textiles, etc. Ancient Multan has been a
renowned center of religious, social, political, and cultural activities since
its inception and development into the city. There are some families in
Multan who are contributing to Muslim fine art tradition for nine
centuries. Along with calligraphy Nagqaashi and Kaashigari are the major
fields of representation of today Multan. There are some experts who are
working on camel skin for artwork. Blue pottery art has introduced Multan
all over the world. Like in history Multan is still an attractive site for
researchers, historians, and those who have an interest in Muslim art. The
architecture of Many Mosques and shrines of the Muslim saints in Multan
contains artwork of Nagqaashi and Kaashigari.In this article tradition of
Muslim fine art in Multan is being discussed. We have focused on two
major fields of art (Nagqaashi, Kaashigari) exist in Multan.

Key Words: Muslim Fine Art, Multan, Culture, Calligraphy, Nagqaashi,
Kaashigari
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“The chines historian Hiuen Tsang visit Multan in 641 A.D.
The chines traveler found the circuit of the city about 30 li
which is equal to five miles. He described, “The soil rich and
fertile and mentioned about eight Deva Temples. He also
mentioned that people do not believe in Buddha Rule. The city
is thickly populated the grand temple dedicated to the sun is
very magnificent and profusely decorated. The image of sun
Deva also known as “Mitra”*
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The fruit on these trees, like the pomegranates, dates, figs and
grapes mentioned in the Qur’an, will not spoil or be pecked at

by birds before those for whom they are intended arrive to enjoy
them.”
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Plant life, one botanical image predominates: a marvellous tree
bearing upon its branches every manner of flower, fruit and
vegetable. Artists of Multan call this arboreal wonder a
hamagul. '
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The walls of lower story are 13ft. -10 in to 14ft. -8 in. thick and
41ft. -3 in; high including the parapet composed of battlement.”’
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